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IA beacon

M any thanks to...

Parent Chaperones: Thank you volunteering to chaperone 
the dance. We appreciate you! 

Lorri Werner and Carissa Donges: Thank you for being my 
“go-to-gals.” I appreciate your support and last minute 
assistance. Your positivity is valued. 

Teachers and Staff: Thank you for being so festive last 
week and bringing the fun! 

Mr. Kent: Our hero! Not many would stand on the very 
top of a ladder to make the dance perfect! Thank you!

Larry McGil l icuddy: Larry has been an outstanding PLC 
lead for AP Gov. I was a little nervous teaching the 
class for the f irst time, but Larry has made it an 
awesome experience thus far. I have learned so much 
from him and can always go to him for any questions 
or concerns I have when it comes to developing 
lesson plans, grading free-response questions, and 
understanding the content. 

Sean Fallon: Thank you for organizing 120 students, 
staff  and parents into hotel rooms for the HOSA fall 
leadership conference. Not an easy task and you did it 
with a smile. 

Chad Cribbs and Officer Baguley Thank you for serving as 
quarterbacks for our f lag football teams yesterday. 
What an exciting game the players thoroughly enjoyed 
the competition.  We are lucky to have such willing 
athletes on our staff !

Student support team

W e would like to welcome the 
newest member to our IA 

support team Ms. Tanya Giles.  
Ms. Giles is our new Section 504 
Program Administrator.   

W e are quickly approaching the 
end of the semester. Please 

encourage your child to reach 
out to their teacher if  they have 
missing assignments.  Students 
taking virtual classes through 
GAVS will have their f inal exam 
during the week of November 27 
– December 2.  Students enrolled 
in Fulton Virtual classes must 
complete all classwork and take 
the f inal exam by December 17. 

W e are looking forward to 
our parents joining us for 

sophomore parent night on 
November 8 from 7-8 pm. We will 
review graduation requirements, 
ways to makeup failed courses, 
Hope and Zell requirements, and 
many other topics. 

Upcoming Dates

Spotlight on

Celebrate IA Student Celebrate IA Faculty

James Seals is a man of science. 
He teaches physics and 

engineering and is totally 
committed to his students. “I 
focus on a student centered 
classroom. I push students to 
take responsibility for their 
education but make myself 
available for assistance as much 

as possible.” His philosophy is paying off. His 
students have good things to say about the 
teacher of four years. “Mr. Seals is very energetic 
and communicates well with students. He makes 
the class interesting. You couldn’t ask for a nicer 
teacher,” said Rahul Cherian.  When not teaching 
his students, he sponsors the Music Club, 
eSports, and supports his colleagues. Outside 
of school, he enjoys playing video games and 
hanging out with his dog Maeby--man’s best 
friend! 

Jordan Mackey is a ninth 
grader and part of  the 

engineering pathway. He 
hopes to become an architect 
one day and chose to come 
to IA to develop that skill. 
“I hope to learn skills and 
software programs that 
will refine my future career 
goals.” When not at school, 
Mackey plays basketball and 
skateboards to unwind. “The expectations 
are very high here. I balance my free 
time by trying to get my work done and 
make time to have fun.” He also enjoys 
making people laugh. His sense of humor 
is obvious to all those who know him. He 
attributes this to his philosophy on life. 
“Don’t worry about the past because time 
keeps ticking. Try to f ind something new 
to do everyday that makes you happy.” 

School has been cancelled system-wide in 
Fulton for Friday 11/5/2021.  We will not 

launch any new assignments.  Students should 
use the extended weekend to catch up, get 
ahead in their virtual class, study for upcoming 
assessments, and just relaxing with friends and 
family.

The inaugural Fall Ball was a great success 
with 750 students dancing (or jumping), rid-

ing the train, and feasting on PTSO sponsored 
treats.  Thanks to everyone that made the event 
both special & safe.

W ith five remaining instructional weeks, our 
students have made great progress academ-

ically and socially.  We’re scaling back future 
Friday and weekend work so students can focus 
on recovery and prep for assessments and final 
exams.  I’m delighted with our small class 
sizes, low discipline loads and all the many 
unique experiences we’ve shared.  We will con-
tinue to seek input from all stakeholders as we 
create the ultimate learning experience.

Tim Duncan

food driveA Night to Remember

Full House: More than 
760 students dance 
the night away! 
Some took a break 
from the action on 
the dance f loor to 
ride the train or 
treat themselves to 
some candy. 

November 5: Braves Day--No School
              November 8-12: Food Drive
              November 10: Coffee with Mr. Duncan
November 11:  Community Meeting with 
  Katie Reeves
November 12: Cohort B + Engineering
              November 15: World Kindness Day/
         Mr. Rogers Cardigan Day
November 18: Turkey Trot on the Track              
November 19: Cohort C + Healthcare
    HOSA Blood Drive

Check it out

IAPTSO is excited to celebrate Veterans 
Day on Thursday, November 11. If you are a 
Veteran, (or know one!), we would love to 
have you join us during arrival from 8:00-8:30 
AM.  Contact Carissa at carissadonges@yahoo.
com with questions or to sign up! Parents, 
grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, cousins, 
neighbors, all Vet-
erans are invited to 
attend!  

Student Voice

W e asked students to comment on the different 
celebrations during the month of November. 

Here is what they had to say...

Samreen Bhatia: “Diwali is the celebration of Rhama 
coming back from exile after defeating 
Ravana. During the Festival of  Lights, 
we light Diyas and make Rangoli, f lower 
designs made from rice or other organic 
materials. We also eat homemade sweets 
and visit with friends and family.” 

Kai DeMeri t t : “It’s so cool the Braves won the World Series! 
We get an unexpected day off  of  school. I probably won’t 
go to the parade, but I will cheer the team from home.”

Trey Runner: “Both of my parents were in the Army. I also 
have other members of my family who served. Veterans 
Day is important to us. We usually hang out, drink 
Mountain Dew and talk.”

Jason Lambert: “This year Thanksgiving is going to be 
different because my family is going in different 
directions. My dad will be in Texas helping my 
grandmother move, my mom is hosting an event for 
clients, and I am going to work. However, we will get 
together at some point and celebrate!”

We are hosting a food drive that will ben-
efit North Fulton Community Charities 

and a gift card drive to help out our own IA 
families that are in need. Please reach out to 
sheridanbq@fultonschools.org if you have 
any questions!

Kids at Heart:  
Teachers catch 
the spirit and 
wow the students 
at the dance. 
Many channeled 
different forces. 

So Lovely: 
Students 
celebrate 
the night 

with old and 
new friends. 

Some dressed 
to impress; 

others wore 
costumes. 
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